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On a Small Side Plant of Nishina’s
NI-Project in Osaka Imperial University

A review of a small side plant of Doctor NISHINA’ s NI-Project set in the Physics
building at the Osaka Imperial University is reported. We could not find any
Japanese official record of this plant. The ALSOS Mission and the GHQ/SCAP Atomic
Bomb Mission did not mentioned this plant. The personal recollection can only
tell this work. In 1944 the army officer, Mr. Tatsusaburo SUZUKI had put three
of Clusius—Dickel type thermal diffusion column in the Physics building with
Professor Seishi KIKUCHI' s permission. Dr.NISHINA asked Dr. Tsuyoshi OKUDA for
determination of separated ratio of Uranium isotopes. Dr.OKUDA planned to build
a Nier—type mass spectrometer for this purpose. Mr.SUZUKI supplied sufficient
financial and material supports to Dr.OKUDA. The author, Shuji FUKUI, at that
time a physics undergraduate was asked to work on this project together with other
students of the same class. Due to then Japanese poor industrial and technical
background and due to only a few collaborating scientists in NI-Project any
physical result had not been progressed. Meanwhile Riken and Osaka Imperial
University had lost their working activities due to American severe air raids. When
Japan was defeated, almost nothing had been resulted from these project. However,
our physics students engaged to this plant had gotten big benefits of very wide
various knowledge and experiences how to prepare and how to perform physics
experiments.
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